Critical periods in childhood learning.
The human body is born with 'hard wiring' that leads the baby to pay attention to certain things in the environment, especially the communications of caregivers. These inborn predispositions are gradually shaped by the environment of the family, a 'curriculum for babies' which is rich on communication and making sense of the world. Day care and nursery education can complement and enhance the child's learning, especially if they are of high quality. Research has shown again and again that early learning has lasting effects on development although they are rarely irreversible.